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TWEEX 1
vander A Gallery, Brussels, Belgium

Vander A Gallery In Brussels, Belgium, has put forth a great effort to showcase student and
teacher work from Belgium. The TWEEX 1 project promotes three Belgian schools that are
at the forefront of contemporary art jewelry, craft, and design; three high-quality cholces
at a time when the French-speaking part of Belglum does not offer a complete jewelry
program with both bachelor's and master's degrees. This overview highlights the masters
of designer jewelry of these Belglan schools and emphasizes their undenlable talent as
creative and knowledgeable transmitters for more than three generations. It seems that it
Is a critical time for learning the craft.

| like the way Francolse Vanderauwera, the owner of the gallery, talked about the
“transfer of knowledge™ as what happens between student and teacher. it has a Buddhist
ring to It. This young gallery has a fascinating program, which Is apparent In the recent
Interview with Frangolse by Kellle Riggs for the “Dealer Profiles” section on the AJF
website.

Also, stay tuned for TWEEX 2 from October 18-November 23, 2013 featuring Institut des Arts
et Métiers, Brussels, Académie des beaux arts, Arlon, and MAD Faculty, Hasselt.

Susan Cummins: Frangolse, please explain the TWEEX project and the reasons why you
Initiated It.

Frangoise Vanderauwwera: TWEEX is a project about the fronsfer of knowledge in Belgian
contemporary art jewely. This kind of fransfer lor this young artistic discipling has always
exsted in Belgum. But due to political and community reasons, it has not beenwidely promoted, ond there are other reasons as
wiell. This project shows the excellent work of our masters and ther sfudents spanning more than two generations. It aims, thanks fo
a complete and clear analysis, to fil the gap and to ensure our legitimate place on the international scene. This project ako
attempts to understand Belgion contemporary art jewelky better, where it comes from and where it goes.

Why did you call It TWEEX in all caps?

. Frongoise Vanderguwera: TWEEX s o combination of fwo words: "tweets”
el e (social connection) and "twix” [fingers—we cannot imagine one without the
other). TWEEX E therefore a new exprassion to guickly signify a vital connection

in our speedy fimes of frarnsmission, relations, exchanges, and sharing. TWEEX,
for Belgian contemporary art jewely, & a closely welded heritage that stetches
from the north to the south of our country and which should be now passed on
at a contemporary speed.

Why did you do It In conjunction with the nonprofit space Néon Atelier?

Francolkie Yanderauvwera: Bernard Francott—a mainstay of the art scene and
founder of the avant-garde Brussek gallery Néon—i the curator for this
exhibition and ako a jeweler and teacher. He & a personwho cannot be
ignored in the history of contemporary art jewelry in Belgium. It & a great honor
and pleasure fo have Bernard Francois's experience and know-how in such a
g and original overview at a national level. | have ako asked businesswomen
to come and wear the jewels for the catalogue. They are good ombossadors,
too.

Can you explain a bit about how you see the process of transmission from
master professer to student? Can you give scme examples? Do you see them
passing on ideas or techniques or both?

Frongoise Vanderaguwera: There 5 no alkinciusive package for knowledge
transfer. It i not only about passing on ideas or techniques. As explained by
Anne Hustache, the art historian working on this project, it 5 ako about "delivering minds and sharing passion.” In my view, it has
actualy a lot of parameters, which include a personal experience and always a precious flow. "If knowledge & not passed on, it
dies.”

Here i, as an example, the process of fransmission
according to Bernord Francgois: "Beyond the realm of
teaching, when transfers are about creation, they
have more to do with human relationships. That special
encounter between a student and a teacher, the
weaving of the subtle, sensitive threads that ink ond
bind them ... it"s about being humant”

Personally, Max Gielis, o current teacher at the RHoK
Academie in Brussel (which has a jewely department)
gove me the ability to observe new technigues and
ideas, to see and understand ... a great teacher!

Do you think the young artists you are showing are
Interested in expressing something uniquely Belgian,
or are they more Interested In the International
scene?

Frangoke Vanderauwera: In addition 1o the work of the masters, we are showing pieces from confrmed artists or very promsing
young student artists from IATA Namur and Sint Lucas Antwerpen and also parure of 17 students who are studying industrial design
at La Cambre in Brussel.

To name but a few:

Patrick Marchal (Belgium) has often shown his artworks abrooad. They express subjects of our time, sometimes dramatically, with o
particular serse of humor and with the perfect sense of detail that only o genius golkdsmith can do.

After her studies at IATA Namur, Nelly Van Oost [France) completed o bochelor's degree at the Massana Schoolin Barcelong,
Spain, and o master's degree at the FH Trier University in ldar-Oberstein, Germany, to complete her scholarship outside Belgium.

According to Soskio van der Gucht, who s cumently studying ot Sint Lucas Anfwerpen, clongside the basic fraining, her maoster
Hide De Decker aims fo put her students in touch with the infernational scene.

At La Cambre, the young and future industricl designers (who are not all Belgion) are expressing ther creativity following a unigue
but universal training process. Marianne Bernecker advocates a transversal approach to all the design disciplines, which draws on
the longuage of plasticity and then rechannels it by concentrating on conception criteria that are specific to the design field
concerned. As stipulated by Marion Beernaerts, the head teacher in charge, “The parure project & one of those topics entaling @
search for strong. particuler signs that ally the effects of matter to form ond vice versa, providing the student with a crucible for
the research and experimentation that go info the conception of any innovative industrial product.”

TWEEX project & an overview of knowledge fransfer in Belgiuvm's art educafion
coleges and art academies, whatever your nationality &. In these globalizing times,
the idea of national identity 6 obsolete. However, we found It extremely interasting
to include young artists from an “industrial design® art section in the show. Not only
becouse La Cambre s one of the best art schook in Europe, but ako due to the
design perspective it brings fo contemporary artf jewely. [(See “Des bijoux
d"aujourd'hui....pour demain!l” an arficle written by art journalst Roger Pierre Turine
in Arfs Libre, Supplément & La Libre Belgigue, no. 185 semaine du 3 ou ? mai 2013.)

Some galleries, such as Galerle Marzee, have a tradition of showing student work
regularly. Do you think you will re peat this show next year?

Frangose Vanderauvwera: Yes and no. "Yes"” becouse the TWEEX project involves
three different exhibitions, and we are only showing the first one. TWEEX 2 and TWEEX
3 are planned for the end of 2013 and the beginning of 2014. And “no" because
TWEEX shows master and student works from approximately 70 years of historyl

You mentioned a catalogue. Can It be ordered through the gallery?

Frangoie Vanderauvwera: Yes. The TWEEX | catalogue i available through the
gallery.

Thank you.
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Aaron Decker
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WE WANT YOU!

Like the ancient Greeks, AJF believes in
citzen participation. Why not join us and
take yvour place in our democracy of
adornment? We invite you to become
an AJF member today.

AJF MEMBER GALLERIES
Aaron Faber Galery
Antonela Vilanova Gallery
Afta Gallery

Brooklyn Metal Works
Catriona Gallery
Choron Kransen Arts

De Movo

Facere Art Jewely
Fingers

Galerie Eka Vanier
Galerie Marzee

Galerie Noel Guyomarch
Galerie Pont & Plos
Gaolerie Ro

Galerie Rob Koudis
Calerie Rosemarie Joger
Galerie Spektrum

Cabery Funaki

Gabkery Loupe

Galery Lulo

Gabery 5 O

Gravers Lane Gallery
Hedone Galery

Heidi Lowe Gallery

J Cotter Galery
Jewelers' Werk Galerie
Kimt02

L. A. Pai Galery

Maurer Ziiol Contemporary Arts
Metol Museum

Mabilia Gallery
Crnamentum

Patina Gallery

Plating

Pistachios

Putti Art Gallery

Qurk Gallery

Shiburmi Gallery

Sienna Gallery

Taboo Studio

The: National

LBI Gallery

Vander A Gallery

Velvet Da Vinci
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